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(57) Abstract: A system for mounting a component to a portfolio including a tongue located on the component, the tongue having 
^ a tail portion and a tip portion, and a portfolio having a tongue opening formed therein. The top can be inserted into the tongue 
^ opening and component rotated relative to the portfolio until the tongue is generally received through the tongue opening to couple 
^ the component to the portfolio. 
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MOUNTING SYSTEM FOR A PORTFOLIO 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention is directed to a mounting system for a portfolio, and more 
particularly, to a mounting system for coupling various components to the inside cover of 
a portfolio. 

Portfolios are widely used to store looseleaf papers, folders, notebooks, storage 
pockets and other loose items. It is often desired to securely couple the components to 
the portfolio so that the components do not become separated from the portfolio. 
However, it is preferred that the components be releasably coupled to the portfolio so that 
the components can be replaced or removed upon suffering damage or wear. 
Accordingly, there is a need for a system for securely yet releasably coupling a 
component to a portfolio. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention is a system for coupling a component to a portfolio in a 
secure, yet releasable manner. The component includes a tongue and the portfolio 
includes a slot shaped to receive the tongue. The tongue is generally curved such that liie 
component must be rotated to fit the tongue into the slot of the portfolio. 

In a preferred embodiment, the invention is a system for mounting a component to 
a portfolio comprising a tongue located on the component, the tongue having a base 
portion and a tip portion, and a portfolio having a tongue opening formed therein. The tip 
can be inserted into the tongue opening and the component rotated relative to the 
portfolio until the tongue is generally received through the tongue opening to couple the 
component to the portfolio. 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention will be ^parent from the 
following description and the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Fig, 1 is a top view of a notebook that may be used with the system of the present 
invention; 

Fig. 2 is a back view of the notebook of Fig. 1; 
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Fig, 3 is a top view of a portfolio used with the system of the present invention; 

Figs. 4-7 are a series of top views showing the notebook of Figs. 1-2 being 
coupled to the portfolio of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 8 is a top view of a pocket, in its unfolded condition, that may be used with 
the system of the present invention; 

Fig. 9 is a top view of a portfolio that may be used with the system of the present 
invention; and 

Figs. 10-12 are a series of top view showing the assembled pocket of Fig. 8 being 
coupled to tiie portfolio of Fig. 9. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The present invention is a system for coupling or mounting a component 10 (Figs. 
1 and 2) to a portfolio 12 (Fig. 3). By portfolio it is meant nearly any type of binder, 
book, notebook, diary, planner, album, file, bulletin, flier, register, and the like. ^ The 
component 10 shown in Figs. 1-2 is a notebook diat includes backing sheet 14 and a 
plurality of looseleaf sheets 16 stacked on top of the backing sheet 14. The sheets 16 are 
bound together at then: upper edges by a binding 1 8, and the sheets 1 6 are individually 
removable from the notebook. Although the component 10 is shown as a notebook, the 
component used with the present invoition can be nearly any item or mechanism that is 
desired to be coupled to the portfolio 12, including but not limited to folders, pockets, 
binding mechanisms, calenders, electronic devices, decorative or ornamental 
components, school supplies and the like. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the notebook includes a generally rigid backing 
sheet 14, preferably made of cardboard, having a tongue 20 formed therein, the tongue 
being defined by a cut 22 in the backing sheet 14. The tongue 20 includes a tip portion 
28, a base portion 26, and a generally curved tail portion 27 located between said tip 
portion and said base portion. The cut 22 includes a generally curved portion 24 that 
extends from the base portion 26 to the tip portion 28 to define a cxuved edge of the 
tongue 20. The tip portion 28 extends at an angle relative to the base portion 26; that is, 
line A, which extends across the width of the base portion 26, is generally perpendicular 
to the line B which extends across the width of the tip portion 28. The backing sheet 14 
further includes a pair of tabs 32 formed in the backing sheet 14, each tab being defined 
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by a cut 35 in fhe backing sheet. Each tab 32 includes a base portion 3 1 and a tip portion 
33. In a prefixed embodiment, a line extending across the width of the base portion 3 1 
of each tab 32 (indicated by line C) is generally perpendicular to a line extending across 
the width of the base portion 26 of the tongue 20 (line A). 

As shown in Fig. 3, the portfolio 12 is preferably a typical three ring binder 
including a pair of covers 36, 38, a spine 40, and a binding mechanism 43 mounted onto 
the spine. The portfolio 12 may be made in a variety of manners, but in a preferred 
embodiment the portfolio includes three relatively rigid pieces of cardboard, each piece 
forming one of the covers 36, 38 and spine 40. A piece of plastic or other flexible 
material is then formed as an outer jacket 42 over the three pieces of cardboard, and joins 
the pieces together to create the portfolio 12. Another piece of flexible material 44 is 
preferably located on the cover 36 to form a pocket 46. 

The cover 38 includes a tongue opening, generally designated 34. In the 
illustrated embodiment, the tongue opening 34 includes a generally horizontally- 
extending tongue opening slit 50 cut in Qie outer jacket 42, and a generally hemispherical 
opening 52 cut in the outer jacket 42 to expose a piece of cardboard 54 forming t|ie cover 
38 underlying the outer jacket 42. The tongue opening 34 preferably has a width that is 
about equal to or slightly greater than the width of the tongue 20. The portfolio 12 
furdier includes a pair of generally vertically-extending tab openings 58, each tab 
opening preferably being formed by a tab opening cutout 57 cut in the outer jacket 42. 

Figs. 4-7 illustrate a sequence of operations to couple the notebook 10 of Figs. 1-2 
to the portfolio 12 of Fig. 3, However, for ease of illustration in Figs. 4-7, the notebook 
10 of Figs. 1-2 has been modified such that all of the sheets 16 are removed, thereby 
exposing the backing sheet 14. 

In order to couple the component 10 to the portfolio 12, the tip portion 28 of the 
tongue 20 is aligned with the tongue opening 34 of the portfolio, as shown in Fig. 4. The 
tip portion 28 includes a nose 60 that includes two angled, converging edges that are 
shaped to guide the tip portion 28 into the tongue opening 34. In the mounting 
orientation shown in Fig. 4, the base portion 26 of the tongue 20 is generally 
perpendicular to the tongue opening 34. That is, the line A which extends across the base 
portion 26 is generally perpendicular to the slit 50 which extends across the tongue 
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opening 34. The component 10 is also generally perpendicular to the portfolio 12 in this 
orientation. 

The tip portion 28 of the tongue 20 is first inserted into the tongue opening 34. 
The component 10 is then rotated approximately 90 degrees relative the portfolio 12 such 
that the tongue 20 slides in and dirough the slit 50 and is received in flie tongue opening 
34 and behind the outer jacket 42, as shown in Figs, 5-6. During this step the tongue 20 is 
rotated clockwise in Figs. 4-7 about imaginary point D on the tongue opening 34. The 
point D is located opposite the curved edge 24 of the tongue 20 when the tongue is 
inserted into the opening 34. 

After the 90 degree rotation of the portfolio 12, the component is in its 
configuration shown in Fig. 6. The component 10 is now secured to the portfolio 12, and 
is generally aligned within the portfolio. Furthermore, each tab 32 on the component 10 
is aligned with a respective tab opening 58. Next, the component 10 is shifted to the right 
relative to the portfolio 10 to slide each tab 32 into a tab opening 58 and below the outer 
jacket 42, as shown in Fig. 7. Once the tabs 32 are slid into an associated tab opening 58, 
the tabs/tab openings fiirther secure the component 10 to the portfolio 12 by preventing 
rotation of the component 10 relative the portfolio 12. The tabs 32 thereby help to 
prevent the accidental rotation, or uncoupling, of the component 10 relative to the 
portfolio 12. 

In order to imcouple the component 10 from the portfolio 12, the component 10 is 
shifted to tiie left of its position shown m Fig. 7 to remove the tabs 32 firom tiie tab 
openings 58. The component 10 is then rotated counterclockwise to remove the tongue 
20 ftom the tongue opening 34. Another component of various shapes or sizes having a 
tongue 20 can then be coupled to the portfolio 12 as described above. 

Fig, 8 illustrates an alternate embodiment of the component 10, shown as a 
component 10*. The element numbers shown in Figs. 8-12 and described hereinbelow 
that include a prime correspond to the element having the same number without a prime 
shown in Figs. 1-7 and described above. The component 10* is a pocket 52, and Fig. 8 
illustrates the pocket 52 in its unfolded condition. In order to form the pocket 52, the top 
panel 50 of the pocket 52 is folded about the spine portion 56 until the top panel is 
located on top of and spaced apart from the bottom panel 54. The pocket 52 also includes 
side panels (not shown) that extend between thee sides of the top panel 50 and bottom 
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panel 54 to complete the pocket 52. He side panels are preferably gusseted to provide an 
expandable pocket In an alternate embodiment, the pocket 52 includes a binding 
mechanism (not shown), such as a three ring binder, mounted on an extention portion 55 
of the top panel 50. The pocket 52 is shown in its assembled condition in Figs. 10-12. 

The bottom panel 54 includes a tongue 20' formed by a cut 22' in the bottom panel 
50. The tip portion 28' of tongue 20' is "extended" compared to the tip portion 28 of the 
notebook of Figs. 1-2, and the extended tip portion 28' includes a generally straight 
portion 29. Furthermore, the location of the tongue 20' and tabs 32' of the pocket 52 on 
the component 10' are generally reversed from the orientation of the tongue 20 and tabs 
32 of the first embodiment of the component 10. The portfolio 12* illustrated in Fig. 9 
includes a piece of material, such as plastic attached to the cover 38' to form an outer 
jacket 61. The tongue opening 34' and tab openings 58' are cut in the jacket 61, exposing 
the cover 38' below. 

Figs. 10-12 illustrate the sequence of operations to couple the pocket 52 to the 
pocket 52. As shown in Fig. 10, the pocket 52 is aligned such that the tip 60' of the 
tongue 20' is aligned with the tongue opening 34'. The pocket 52 is then moved in the 
direction of arrow E, which slides the tongue 20' into the tongue opening 34', as indicated 
by arrow F. The pocket 52 is moved in the direction of the arrow E until the generally 
straight portion 29 of the tip portion 28' is received in the tongue opening 34'. At this 
point the side edge 62 of the pocket 52 is aligned with imaginary line 64 of Fig. 10. 

The pocket 52 is then rotated in a counter-clockwise direction about point D% as 
indicated by arrow G in Fig. 1 1, to slide the curved edge 24' of the tongue 20' into the 
tongue opening 34'. Once the tongue 20' is fiilly received in the tongue opening 34', as 
shown in Fig. 12, the tabs 32' are aligned with tiie tab openings 58' m the portfolio 12'. 
The pocket 52 is ihen moved in the direction of arrows H to slide the tabs 32' into the tab 
openings 58, and thereby couple the pocket 52 to the portfolio 12'. The tabs 32' may each 
include a notch 70 to aid in coupling the pocket 52 to the portfolio 12'. 

In an alternate embodiment of the invention (not shown), the tongue is located on 
the portfolio, and the tongue opening is formed on the component that is coupled to the 
portfolio. In this case, the tongue is inserted into the tongue opening on the component, 
and the component is rotated relative to the portfolio to couple to slide the tongue into the 
tongue opening, thereby coupling the component to the portfolio. 
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Having described the invention in detail and by reference to the preferred 
embodiments, it will be apparent that modifications and variations thereof are possible 
without dq)arting fix)m the scope of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
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CLAIMS 

1 . A system for assembling a component with a portfolio comprising: 

a tongue located on one of said component or said portfolio, said tongue 
having a tip portion and a tail portion including a curved edge; and 

the other of said portfolio or said component having a tongue opening 
formed therein, wherein component can be assembled with said portfolio by inserting 
said tip portion into said tongue opening and causing relative rotation between said 
portfolio and said component such that said tongue is received through said tongue 
opening to couple said component to said portfolio. 

2. The system of claim 1 wherein said tongue opening is defined by a tongue 
opening slit in said component or portfolio. 

3. The system of claim 1 wherein said portfolio includes at least one panel and an 
outer jacket generally covering said at least one panel, and wherein said tongue opening 
is a slit cut in said outer jacket 

4. The system of claim 1 wherein component includes a backing sheet, and wherein 
said tongue is defined by a cut in said backing sheet. 

5. The system of claim 4 wherein said component is a notebook including a plurality 
of removable paper sheets coiq)led to said backing sheet. 

6. The system of claim 4 wherein said component is an expandable pocket 

7. The system of claim 4 wherein said backing sheet and said tongue are made of 
cardboard. 

8. The system of claim 1 wherein said component is rotated relative a point on said 
tongue opening opposite said curved edge to couple said component to said portfolio. 



7 



wo 02/04229 



PCTAJSOl/41248 



9. The system of claim 1 wherein said tip portion includes a nose shaped to guide 
said tip portion into said tongue opening. 

10. The system of claim 1 wherein said tip portion has a width that is about equal to 
the width of said tongue opening. 

11. The system of claim 1 further comprising a tab located on one of said component 
or said portfolio, and wherein the other of said component or portfolio includes a tab 
opening, said tab opening being shaped and located to receive said tab therethrough when 
said tongue is received through said tongue opening to prevent rotation of said 
component relative said portfolio. 

12. The system of claim 1 1 wherein said tab opening is defined by a tab opening slit 
in said component or said portfolio. 

13. The system of claim 1 1 wherein said tab is defined by a cut in said component or 
said portfolio. 

14. The system of claim 1 1 wherein said tongue includes a base portion and wherein 
said tab includes a base portion and a tip portion, the width of said base portion of said 
tab being generally perpendicular to the width of the said base portion of said tongue. 

15. The system of claim 1 wherein said tongue includes a base portion, said tail 
portion being located between said base portion and said tongue portion, and wherein 
said base portion forms an angle with said slit when said tip portion is initially inserted 
into said tongue opening. 

16. The system of claim 1 wherein said tongue includes a base portion, said tail 
portion being located between said base portion and said tip portion, and wherein said 
base portion extends at about a 90 degree angle relative said tip portion. 
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17. A system for mounting a component to a portfolio comprising: 

a tongue located on one of said component or porfolio, said tongue having 
a base portion and a tip portion that extends at an angle relative to said base portion; and 

the other of said component or portfolio having an opening formed therein 
to receive said tongue to thereby couple said component to said portfolio. 

18. A component for mounting to a portfolio havmg an opening formed therein, the 
component comprising a body having a tongue, said tongue having a tip portion and a tail 
portion having a curved edge, wherein said tip portion can be inserted into said opening 
and said component rotated relative to said portfolio until said tongue is generally 
received through said opening to couple said component to said portfolio. 

19. The component of claim 18 wherein said component is an expandable pocket, and 
wherein said body is a bottom panel of said expandable pocket. 

20. A portfolio for receiving a component thereon, said component having an opening 
formed therein, the portfolio comprising a body having a tongue, said tongue having a tip 
portion and a tail portion having a curved edge, wherein said tip portion can be inserted 
into said opening and said component rotated relative to said portfolio until said tongue is 
generally received Ihrougih said opening to couple said component to said portfolio. 

21. A method for coupling a component to a portfolio comprising the steps of: 

providing a component having a tongue, said tongue having tip portion 
and a tail portion; 

providing a portfolio having an opening formed therein; 

placing said tip portion of said tongue into said opening; and 

rotating said component relative to said portfolio such that said tongue is 
slid into said opening to couple said component to said portfolio. 

22. The method of claim 20 wherein rotating step includes rotating said component 
about 90 degrees relative said portfolio. 
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23. The method of claim 21 wherein said tongue includes a base portion, said tail 
portion being located between said base portion and said tip portion, and wherein said 
base portion extends at about a 90 degree angle relative said tip portion. 

24. The method of claim 20 wherein said component is an ejqjandable pocket, and 
wherein said tongue is formed in a bottom panel of said pocket. 
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(57) Abstract- A system for mounting a component (10) to a portfoUo (12) including a tongue (34) located on the component, 
the tongue having a tail portion and a tip portion, and a portfolio (12) having a tongue openmg (50) formed therein. The top can 
be inserted into the tongue opening and component rotated rdative to the portfolio (12) until the tongue (34) is generaUy received 
through the tongue (34) opening to couple the component to the pratfolio (12). 
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